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WHOSE TRUTH?  Operation Storm and the Battle for Vukovar1 

 

ANNEX 1:  Student handout 1 

 

GROUP A 

Below is a text written about the author’s experience in Sarajevo during the conflicts in 

Bosnia & Herzegovina in the 1990s. You have also been provided with some background 

information.   

Discuss the following questions within your group and be prepared to tell the rest of the class 

about the text and your thoughts on it. 

Before reading the text itself, read the author’s name and the background information about 

him/her.  What can you predict about the text, knowing something about the author?  Do you 

expect him/her to be an independent observer?  Do you think he/she will be biased?  Why? 

Why do you think he/she wrote this article / report? 
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Now take a look at the article below, written by Ivo Standeker.  Identify specific vocabulary 

that can help you assess his point of view.  Does he use neutral words to describe what he 

experiences, or does he use value-laden words to deliberately give the reader a specific 

image and convey a particular point of view?  What is the style of the writing and what is the 

author’s purpose? Is it a comprehensive series of facts designed to give an overview and 

information? Is it a personal account of selective experiences?  

                                                           
1 All texts and images in Annex 1 are sourced from:    

Teaching Contemporary Southeast European History. Source books for Teachers; Volume 2  ‘Wars, Divisions, 
Integration (1990-2008),2016. Eds:  Koulouri, C. & Repe, B. Series Editor: Koulouri, C.   
Copyright, CDRSEE. All JHP I and II materials are reproducible.   

http://cdrsee.org/publications/education/volume-2-wars-divisions-integration-1990-2008 

http://cdrsee.org/publications/education/volume-2-wars-divisions-integration-1990-2008
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Is it written to convey sentiment and provoke a response? What do you learn about Sarajevo 

from this article? What do you feel when you read it?  
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WHOSE TRUTH?  Operation Storm and the Battle for Vukovar 

 

ANNEX 1:  Student handout 1 

 

GROUP B 

Below is a text written about the author’s experience in Sarajevo during the conflicts in 

Bosnia & Herzegovina in the 1990s.   

The author worked for the International Committee of the Red Cross – an organisation 

dedicated to assisting all victims of war, regardless of which ‘side’ they were on.   

Discuss the following questions within your group and be prepared to tell the rest of the class 

about the text and your thoughts on it. 

Before reading the text itself, think about who the author is (a representative of an 

independent, international organisation). What can you predict about the text, knowing 

something about the author’s professional affiliation and the capacity in which he is writing?  

Do you expect him/her to be an independent observer?  Do you think he/she will be biased?  

Why? Why do you think he/she wrote this article / report?   

Now take a look at the text below.  Identify specific vocabulary that can help you assess the 

author’s point of view.  Does he use neutral words to describe what he experiences, or does 

he use value-laden words to deliberately give the reader a specific image and convey a 

particular point of view?  What is the style of the writing and what is the author’s purpose? Is 

it a comprehensive series of facts designed to give an overview and information? Is it a 

personal account of selective experiences? Is it written to convey sentiment and provoke a 

response? 

What do you learn about Sarajevo from this article? What do you feel when you read it?  Are 

you surprised by the language used here?  If so, why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

       WHOSE TRUTH?  Model lesson-Annex 1                              CDRSEE copyright, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

       WHOSE TRUTH?  Model lesson-Annex 1                              CDRSEE copyright, 2018 

 

WHOSE TRUTH?  Operation Storm and the Battle for Vukovar 

ANNEX 1:  Student handout 1 

 

GROUP C 

Below is a text written about the author’s experience in Sarajevo during the conflicts in 

Bosnia & Herzegovina in the 1990s. You have also been provided with some background 

information.   

Discuss the following questions within your group and be prepared to tell the rest of the class 

about the text and your thoughts on it. 

Before reading the text itself, read the author’s name and the background information about 

him/her.  What can you predict about the text, knowing something about the author?  Do you 

expect him/her to be an independent observer?  Do you think he/she will be biased?  Why? 

Why do you think he/she wrote this article / report? 
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Now take a look at the article below, written by Christiana Amanpour.  Identify specific 

vocabulary that can help you assess his point of view.  Does she use neutral words to 

describe what he experiences, or does she use value-laden words to deliberately give the 

reader a specific image and convey a particular point of view?  What is the style of the 

writing and what is the author’s purpose? Is it a comprehensive series of facts designed to 

give an overview and information? Is it a personal account of selective experiences? Is it 

written to convey sentiment and provoke a response? 

What do you learn about Sarajevo from this article? What do you feel when you read it?  
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WHOSE TRUTH?  Operation Storm and the Battle for Vukovar 

 

ANNEX 1:  Student handout 1 

GROUP D 

Below is a text written by a Swiss journalist (and head of a press organisation) about the 

NATO bombing of Serbia.  

Discuss the following questions within your group and be prepared to tell the rest of the class 

about the text and your thoughts on it. 

Before reading the text itself, think about who the author is. What can you predict about the 

text, knowing something about the author’s professional affiliation and the capacity in which 

he is writing?  Do you expect him/her to be an independent observer?  Do you think he/she 

will be biased?  Why? Why do you think he/she wrote this article / report?   

 

Now take a look at the text below.  Identify specific vocabulary that can help you assess the 

author’s point of view.  Does he use neutral words to describe what he experiences, or does 

he use value-laden words to deliberately give the reader a specific image and convey a 

particular point of view?  What is the style of the writing and what is the author’s purpose? Is 

it a comprehensive series of facts designed to give an overview and information? Is it a 

personal account of selective experiences? Is it written to convey sentiment and provoke a 

response? 
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What do you learn about the issues from this article? What do you feel when you read it?  

Are you surprised by the language used here?  If so, why?  


